
GATHERING 
 The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

        
PRELUDE                Slane                            Robert A. Hobby      
  
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
INVOCATION (please stand) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace 
and go our own ways. 
We pass judgment on one another 
before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 
and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 
and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. 
Hear the truth that God proclaims: 
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 
to do God’s work in the world.  Amen.  (please be seated) 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE   

Canticle of Praise sung by the cantor(s);  
congregation is invited to listen and follow along. 
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GREETING                             
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY         
Merciful God, give us the same attitude as Jesus, who emptied himself  
and was obedient to you all the way to his death on the cross. Make us eager to put 
others before ourselves, and their needs before our own. We ask this through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
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WORD 
 God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.  

 
PSALM  Psalm 25:1-9   (read responsively)  
 

1To you, O LORD, 
  I lift up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your ways, O LORD, 
  and teach me your paths.  
 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting. 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your 
goodness, O LORD. 
 8You are gracious and upright, O LORD; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 9You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way.  
 
SECOND READING  Philippians 2:1-13  
   
Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (please stand)   
 

Acclamation sung by the cantor(s); congregation is invited to listen and follow along. 
 

     
The holy gospel according to Matthew.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL   Matthew 21:23-32 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  (please be seated)                    
                                                          
SERMON                              Pastor Erin Heidelberger 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service    ELW #712 
         vs. 1-3 
 

Hymns sung by the cantor(s); congregation is invited to listen and follow along. 
 
1 Lord, whose love in humble service 
 bore the weight of human need, 
 who upon the cross, forsaken, 
 worked your mercy's perfect deed: 
 we, your servants, bring the worship 
 not of voice alone, but heart; 
 consecrating to your purpose 
 ev'ry gift which you impart. 
 
2 Still your children wander homeless; 
 still the hungry cry for bread; 
 still the captives long for freedom; 
 still in grief we mourn our dead. 
 As you, Lord, in deep compassion 
 healed the sick and freed the soul, 
 by your Spirit send your power 
 to our world to make it whole. 
 
3 As we worship, grant us vision, 
 till your love's revealing light 
 in its height and depth and greatness 
 dawns upon our quickened sight, 
 making known the needs and burdens 
 your compassion bids us bear, 
 stirring us to ardent service, 
 your abundant life to share. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  (please stand) 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. (please be seated) 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all 
those in need. 
 
After each petition: Remember us, O God, according to your steadfast love. 
 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
And also with you.  
 
OFFERING 
Offering will not be taken during worship; a basket is available in 
the back of the sanctuary to drop off today’s offering. As we 
continue to worship through the gift of radio and internet, we 
encourage you to consider giving a gift online at 
zionlutheranaberdeen.org/giving or by mail as you are able. If you 
would like, use the QR code scanner on your smart phone to give online. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as 
the heavens. Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast 
love in our community and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our 
song. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  (please stand) 
Let us pray in confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
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BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Amen. (please be seated) 
 
SENDING HYMN              Lord of All Hopefulness                           ELW #765  

 
Hymns sung by the cantor(s); congregation is invited to listen and follow along. 

 
SENDING WORDS          
           
Go in peace. Christ is with you!   
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                                 God Is Here                               Robert J. Powell          
   
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26593. 
 
CCLI Copyright License #2029973 / Streaming License #20579691 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the 
reign of God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord 
are unfair, while God offers repentance and new life. Paul urges us to look to 
Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of others above our own. 
Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of 
our needy world. 



 


