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Sixth Sunday of Easter
8:30 am
Jesus does not leave his followers orphaned. Through the Holy Spirit Jesus comes to abide
with his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that the
risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism and pray that
in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform us to be the body of the
risen Christ in the world.
PRELUDE

“Communion Hymn Tune”

G. Winston Cassler

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

God of life,
by the resurrection of your Son
you make everything new.
Newness scares us,
and we confess to shutting our doors in fear.
We have not listened to voices that challenge us.
We have resisted the Holy Spirit
moving us in new directions.
Our hearts are slow to believe your promises.
Forgive us, O God,
and renew us to embrace without fear
the new life you have given us in Jesus Christ.
Amen.
People of God:
Christ is alive, and death has lost its power.
Through the waters of baptism
you have been born anew by the living word of God.
Know that your sins are forgiven in + Jesus' name
and that the Spirit of the risen Christ is alive in you.

GATHERING
GATHERING HYMN

“Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”

ELW #772

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (please stand)
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord + Jesus Christ,
by whose Spirit we have been reborn to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
Amen.
Rejoicing in Christ's victory over sin and death,
let us come before God who calls us to repentance.
Silence is kept for reflection.
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KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your
great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of
your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
(please be seated)
SPECIAL MUSIC

“The Power of Your Love”
Zion Adult Choir

Bullock/Holstein

A TIME FOR CHILDREN

WORD
FIRST READING

Acts 17:22-31

Pew Bible NT, pg. 143

SECOND READING

1 Peter 3:13-22

Pew Bible NT, pg. 252

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (please stand)
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The Holy Gospel according to John chapter 14.
Glory to you, O Lord.
HOLY GOSPEL

John 14:15-21

Pew Bible NT pg. 113

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ. (please be seated)
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
All are invited to greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace saying, “Peace be with
you” or similar words. If you prefer not to shake hands, any friendly word or gesture is
appropriate.

Pastor Marcia
“Loving Spirit”
(please stand on the last verse)

ELW #397

OFFERING
The children are welcome to come forward and place their offerings in the “For Children
Everywhere” box.

APOSTLES’ CREED

OFFERING HYMN

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

OFFERING PRAYER (please stand)
Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you were made known to the
disciples. Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in
the world. Amen.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”

MEAL
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . and join their unending hymn:
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ELW #182

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC

“Around You, O Lord Jesus”

ELW #468

SENDING
BLESSING & PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (please stand)
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send light to conquer
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven to nourish your people.
Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that we may show your glory to all the
world; through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
May God who has brought us from death to life
fill you with great joy.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION (please be seated)

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
SENDING HYMN
POSTLUDE

“We Know That Christ Is Raised”
“One Bread, One Body”

Foley/Honore’

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26593.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SUPPER
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come forward as directed by the ushers.
Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available; please indicate to the server by raising your hand.
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ELW #449
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LEADING OUR WORSHIP:
Preaching: Pastor Marcia Sylvester
Presiding: Pastor Erin Heidelberger
Organist: Sonya Kempf
Lector:
Tammy Paulsen
Deacon: Zach\Saundra Anderson
Power Point:
Wanda Wagemann
Altar Guild Co-Chairs:
Georgia Ramos
Sound System:
Jeff Carlson
Van Driver:
Rick Weber
Counters:
John\Becky Desens
Marcie Andersh – Dawn Allbee
Coffee Hosts:
Table of Plenty
Ushers:
Art Bretsch, Keith Larson, Glenn Denning,
Mike, Lory, Emily & Claire Bretsch
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FIRST READING

Acts 17:22-31

22

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious
you are in every way. 23For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of
your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What
therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world
and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by
human hands, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he
himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26From one ancestor he made all
nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the
boundaries of the places where they would live, 27so that they would search for God and
perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28For
‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,
‘For we too are his offspring.’
29
Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30While God has overlooked
the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because
he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom
he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

SECOND READING
13

1 Peter 3:13-22

Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14But even if you do suffer for
doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be
intimidated, 15but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your
defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; 16yet do
it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are
maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it
is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing
evil. 18For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order
to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which
also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not
obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in
which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this
prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God
for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven
and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

GOSPEL

John 14:15-21

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I
will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows
him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.
18
“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no
longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will
know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have my
commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved
by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”

