Rejoicing in Christ's victory over sin and death,
let us come before God who calls us to repentance.
Silence is kept for reflection.
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INTRODUCTION
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise
that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism
commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As First Peter reminds us, we are a
holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and
deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.
PRELUDE

“Pull Out the Stops”

Familiar Congregational Hymns

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
TEMPLE TALK
OPENING HYMN

Habitat for Humanity
“Jesus, Still Lead On”
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God of life,
by the resurrection of your Son
you make everything new.
Newness scares us,
and we confess to shutting our doors in fear.
We have not listened to voices that challenge us.
We have resisted the Holy Spirit
moving us in new directions.
Our hearts are slow to believe your promises.
Forgive us, O God,
and renew us to embrace without fear
the new life you have given us in Jesus Christ.
Amen.
People of God:
Christ is alive, and death has lost its power.
Through the waters of baptism
you have been born anew by the living word of God.
Know that your sins are forgiven in + Jesus' name
and that the Spirit of the risen Christ is alive in you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (please stand)
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord + Jesus Christ,
by whose Spirit we have been reborn to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
Amen.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE

GREETING
The grace of God in Christ Jesus,
poured out in every gift of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love
one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all
the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen. (please be seated)
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SPECIAL MUSIC

“Shout to the Lord”
Sonya Kempf - Organ

Nancy Raabe

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (please stand)

A TIME FOR CHILDREN
PSALM
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
Into your hands, O LORD, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5)
1

In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.
2
Incline your ear to me;
make haste to deliver me.
3
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
4
Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
for you are my tower of strength.
5
Into your hands I commend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.
15
My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
16
Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.”
FIRST READING
1 Peter 2:2-10
Pew Bible NT pg. 251
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s
chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience
through Jesus Christ.

GOSPEL
John 14:1-14
Pew Bible NT pg. 112
On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one
through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf.
The holy gospel according to John the 14th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ. (please be seated)
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Erin
“Sing with All the Saints in Glory”

CREED (please stand)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
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was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen. (please be seated)

CLOSING HYMN
POSTLUDE

“You Are The Way”
“To God Be the Glory”

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

OFFERING & CHILDREN’S NOISEY OFFERING
“Create in Me a Clean Heart”
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OFFERING PRAYER (please stand)
Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread,
as you were made known to the disciples.
Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives,
that we may be your risen body in the world.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Rejoicing in the risen life of Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
BLESSING
May God who has brought us from death to life
fill you with great joy.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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Doanne-Carlson

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26593.

The children are welcome to come forward and place their offerings in the “For Children Everywhere” box.

OFFERING HYMN
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LEADING OUR WORSHIP:
Preaching:
Pastor Erin Heidelberger
Presiding:
Pastor Marcia Sylvester
Deacon:
Mike Bretsch
Lector:
Marcie Andersh
Acolyte:
Vanessa Wagemann
Power Point: Judy Albl
Altar Guild Co-Chairs: Georgia Ramos
Sound System: Garry Johnson
Van Driver:
Bill Arndt
Counters: Kari LaFave, Kevin Gustafson
Lyle\Lois Chapin
Coffee Hosts: Zion Youth
Ushers: Ron Kost, Rick, Deb,
Eric & Chris Weber
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Prayers of the Church
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted
or used as appropriate.
Rejoicing in the risen life of Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.
A brief silence.
We pray for the church. Show us your ways. Teach us your truth. Enliven us in mission. Keep us
from discord. Lead us to unity for the sake of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
For the earth. Turn us away from impulses to pollute this world. Protect fragile habitats. Nurture our
planet to be a life-sustaining home for generations yet to be born. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
For the nations. Fill all leaders with a spirit of compassion for the poor and oppressed. Give courage
to those who work for justice and equality. Bring an end to conflict and violence. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
For those in need. Draw near to those who struggle with depression. Comfort those for whom this day
evokes heartache or sorrow. Console those who grieve, and heal those who are ill (especially). Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
For this assembly. Bless mothers and all who offer motherly care. Strengthen child care workers,
nursery attendants, and those who teach our youth. Uphold our elders and those who care for aging
parents. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
With thanksgiving, we remember those who have died in faith and those who have borne witness to
your love (especially the apostle Matthias). Bring us with them to dwell with you forever. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.
Joining our voices with your faithful ones in every time and place, we offer our prayers in the name
of the Risen One, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

LESSONS
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

Pew Bible OT pg.

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5)
1

In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame;
deliver me | in your righteousness.
2Incline your | ear to me;
make haste to de- | liver me.
3
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me.
4Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me,
for you are my tow- | er of strength. R
5
Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O Lord, | God of truth.
15My times are | in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me.
16
Let your face shine up- | on your servant;
save me in your | steadfast love.”

First Reading

1 Peter 2:2-10

Pew Bible NT pg.

1 Peter 2:2-10
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s
chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience
through Jesus Christ.
2

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
4
Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s
sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy

priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands
in scripture:
“See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious;
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
7
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the very head of the corner,”
8
and
“A stone that makes them stumble,
and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
9
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order
that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light.
10
Once you were not a people,
but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.
Gospel Reading
John 14:1-14
Pew Bible NT pg.
On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one
through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf.
The holy gospel according to John the 14th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe
also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And
you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not
know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way,
and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me,
you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”
8
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to
him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe

that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on
my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the
Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works
themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I
do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name
you ask me for anything, I will do it.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ. (please be seated)

The Baptism of Our Lord

