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8:30 am
Third Sunday of Advent
December 17, 2017
“Rejoice always,” begins the reading from First Thessalonians. Isaiah and the psalmist
make clear that God is turning our mourning into laughter and shouts of joy. “All God’s
children got a robe,” go the words of the spiritual. It is not so much a stately, formal, pressed
outfit as it is a set of party clothes, clothes that make us feel happy just to put on. We receive
that robe in baptism, and in worship we gather for a foretaste of God’s party.
PRELUDE

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
“Creator of the Stars of Night”

Biery
Wilbur Held

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE – The Candle of Joy
O send out your light and your truth;
let them lead me;
let them bring me to your holy hill
and to your dwelling.
Then I will go to the altar of God,
to God my exceeding joy;
and I will praise you with the harp,
O God, my God. (Psalm 43:3-4)
L: It’s getting closer.
C: We feel it!
L: The days are shorter, but the lights burn brighter.
C: We’re listening. We’re eager to hear good news.
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Bretsch Family

L: We’ve gathered together in the House of Joy.
C: We’re here to praise God with our voices.
L: We’re here to praise God with beautiful music.
C: We’re here to praise God with all we have.
L: Today we light the candle of Joy.
C: We worship God with exceeding joy!
GATHERING HYMN

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (vs. 1-4)

ELW #257

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (please stand)
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who comes to wake us from sleep,
who leads us into the light of grace.
Amen.
Let us prepare the way of the Lord
by confessing our sin against God and neighbor.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
God of all time,
we confess that we have not prepared
for your merciful reign among us.
We ignore our neighbors in need
and fail in the labor of justice and peace.
In your mercy forgive us.
Grant us wisdom to welcome your light
and to seek the things that will endure
until Christ comes again in glory. Amen.
Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God. In ☩ Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven
and all things are made new. Rejoice in this good news!
Amen.
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of your
prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen (please be seated)
SPECIAL MUSIC

PSALM
1

Psalm 126

“Come, Emmanuel”
Zion Adult Choir

Don & Nancy Besig

(read responsively)

When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,
then were we like those who dream.
2
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.”
3
The LORD has done great things for us,
and we are glad indeed.
4
Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like the watercourses of the Negeb.
5
Those who sowed with tears
will reap with songs of joy.
6
Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

SECOND READING

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (please stand)

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Pew Bible NT, p. 219

The Holy Gospel according to John chapter 1.
Glory to you, O Lord.
HOLY GOSPEL

John 1:6-8; 19-28

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ. (please be seated)
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Marcia
“Joy to the World”
(please stand on the last verse)

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
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Pew Bible NT p. 94
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ELW #267

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . and join their unending hymn:

(please be seated)

OFFERING
The children are welcome to come forward and place their offerings in the “For Children Everywhere” box.

OFFERING HYMN

“Savior of the Nations, Come”
(vs. 1, 3, 5, 6)

ELW #263

OFFERING PRAYER (please stand)
Savior of the nations, come.
Make your home here in us.
Feed us with your love,
that our faith shine ever new
and our lives reveal your light. Amen
GREAT THANKSGIVING

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
Amen.
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(please be seated)

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come forward as directed by the ushers.
Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available; please indicate to the server by raising your hand.

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC

“Christ, Be Our Light”

ELW #715

BLESSING & PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (please stand)
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
God for whom we wait,
you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we share.
Make us ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts,
and send us forth to be your people in the world,
announcing your coming among us
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
BENEDICTION
May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you
and scatter the darkness from before your path.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord!
Thanks be to God.
SENDING HYMN
POSTLUDE

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

ELW #270

“Comfort, Comfort These My People” Michael Burkhardt

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26593.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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SECOND READING

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

16

Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of
prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of evil.
23
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and
body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who
calls you is faithful, and he will do this.

GOSPEL

John 1:6-8; 19-28

6

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to
the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to
testify to the light.
19

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I
am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am
not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you?
Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said,
“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ”
as the prophet Isaiah said.
24
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are you
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered them,
“I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one who is
coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took place in
Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.

