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4th Sunday in Easter
The image of the Good Shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the
relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that
gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep
shows his love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by
the example of sharing our wealth with any sister or brother in need.
PRELUDE

Partita on “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain” Brian Henkelmann

GATHERING

Gracious God,
we confess to you all the ways
in which we dismiss the resurrection news.
We are slow of heart to believe.
We turn from others and retreat in fear.
Come into our locked rooms
and breathe into us your forgiving Spirit.
Reawaken our trust and strengthen our hope,
that we may be witnesses to your saving power.
Amen.
Peace be with you, sisters and brothers.
In baptism you have received a spirit of adoption;
you are God's beloved children.
In the name of Christ your sins are forgiven.
Rejoice, and welcome this freedom as a gift.
Amen.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Presentation of Prayer Pillows to 4 year olds
(please stand)
OPENING HYMN

“All People That on Earth Do Dwell”

ELW #883

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
Trusting in the word of life given in baptism,
we are gathered in the name of the Father,
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God has given to all nations the repentance that leads to life.
Let us come with repentant hearts
to the God who makes all things new.
Amen.
1
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HYMN OF PRAISE

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!”

ELW #385

GREETING
The boundless grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

FIRST READING
1 John 3:16-24
Pew Bible NT p. 260
Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very love
we share with others, not just through our words but especially through our deeds. In
sharing such love we fulfill God’s commandments.
ALLELUIA (please stand)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold.
Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen. (please be seated)
SPECIAL MUSIC

“In One Accord”
Zion Adult Choir

Tunney\Schrader

A TIME FOR CHILDREN

WORD
PSALM Psalm 23
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1)
1

The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
2
The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3
You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
4
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

The holy gospel according to John the 10th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Pew Bible NT p. 107
HOLY GOSPEL
John 10:11-18
In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd who
cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death for them.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ. (please be seated)
Pastor Marcia

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

3
4

ELW #502

CREED (please stand)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen. (please be seated)
OFFERING
The children are welcome to come forward and place their offerings in the “For Children Everywhere” box.

OFFERTORY HYMN

“God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens” ELW #771

OFFERING PRAYER (please stand)
Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread,
as you were made known to the disciples.
Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives,
that we may be your risen body in the world.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Lord in your mercy… Hear our prayer.
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SENDING
BLESSING
May God who has brought us from death to life
fill you with great joy.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God!
CLOSING HYMN
POSTLUDE

“God Be with You Till We Meet Again”

ELW #536

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice & Sing” Michael Burkhardt

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26593.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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LESSONS
PSALM Psalm 23
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1)
1

The LORD| is my shepherd;
I shall not | be in want.
2
The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.
3
You restore my | soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake.
4
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R
5
You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R

HOLY GOSPEL John 10:11-18
In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd who
cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death for them.
[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
12
The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming
and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The
hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know
the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to
this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock,
one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to
take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power
to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my
Father.”

FIRST LESSON
1 John 3:16-24
Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very love
we share with others, not just through our words but especially through our deeds. In
sharing such love we fulfill God’s commandments.
16

We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay
down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s
goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?
18
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this
we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever
our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.
21
Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we receive
from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him.
23
And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus
Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his
commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in
us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Rejoicing in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we pray for the witness of the
church, the wholeness of creation, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
Bless all who shepherd your sheep and guide them in their serving. We pray for church
custodians, office managers, Sunday school teachers, confirmation leaders, baptismal
sponsors, deacons, pastors, youth workers, and bishops. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Restore natural environments damaged by our hands. We pray for river valleys and grassy
plains, coral reefs and arctic ice, mountains, deserts, and marshlands. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Protect and guide first responders. Bring mercy and justice with their presence. We pray for
military personnel, firefighters, paramedics, and police officers, and for disaster relief and
crisis intervention teams. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Heal and renew all who ache for a better tomorrow. We pray for the unemployed and
underemployed, the forgotten, the nameless, and the outcasts; for our enemies; and for our
loved ones. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for all who live with chronic pain, who live with anxiety, and who are ill or
hospitalized, especially... Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Nourish us with the testimony of all the disciples who have gone before us. We give thanks
for the faithful departed and their witness in every age. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We entrust all our prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them by the power of the Holy
Spirit and the love of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

