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Third Sunday of Easter

April 15, 2018

The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ shares food
with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share each Lord’s day.
In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and shows them the meaning of his
suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures: the two main elements of our
Sunday worship.
PRELUDE

“Hymn Preludes for Easter”

Peter Pindar Stearns

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
OPENING HYMN
“Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!”
ELW #377
Vs. 1, 3, 5 ~ All
Vs. 2 ~ Northside
Vs. 4 ~ Southside
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (please stand)
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who calls us beloved children,
who gathers us into one flock,
who guides us into all truth.
Amen.
Let us confess our sins, trusting that God will forgive
us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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Faithful and just God,
we confess that we are captive to doubt and fear,
bound by the ways that lead to death.
We have not loved our sisters and brothers
as you have first loved us.
Forgive us, God of mercy.
Let your Holy Spirit work in us
to change our lives and make us new,
that we may know the abundant life
given in Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.
In this is love,
not that we loved God but that God loved us
and sent the Son to atone for our sins.
In the name of + Jesus Christ,
I announce to you that your sins are forgiven.
Let the perfect love of God cast out fear,
fill you with joy,
and inspire you to live for others.
Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children.
Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen. (please be seated)
3
4

SPECIAL MUSIC

“In One Accord”
Zion Adult Choir

Tunney\Schrader

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (please stand)

A TIME FOR CHILDREN

WORD
PSALM
Psalm 4 ~ (Sung)
The LORD does wonders for the faithful. (Ps. 4:3)
1

Answer me when I call, O God, defender | of my cause;
you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and | hear my prayer.
2
“You mortals, how long will you dishon- | or my glory;
how long will you love illusions and seek | after lies?”
3
Know that the LORD does wonders | for the faithful;
the LORD will hear me | when I call.
4
Tremble, then, and | do not sin;
speak to your heart in silence up- | on your bed.
5
Offer the appointed | sacrifices,
and put your trust | in the LORD.
6
Many are saying, “Who will show us | any good?”
Let the light of your face shine upon | us, O LORD.
7
You have put gladness | in my heart,
more than when grain and | wine abound.
8
In peace, I will lie | down and sleep;
for you alone, O LORD, make me | rest secure.
FIRST READING
1 John 3:1-7
Pew Bible NT, p. 259
God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full
details of our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to
take away our sins.
Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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The holy gospel according to Luke chapter 24.
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL
Luke 24:36b-48
Pew Bible NT, p. 92
In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the
disciples to understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and
sends them on a mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ. (please be seated)
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Marcia
“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”

APOSTLES’ CREED (please stand)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
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ELW #367

was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen. (please be seated)
OFFERING
The children are welcome to come forward and place their offerings in the “For Children Everywhere” box.

OFFERING SONG

“Come, Let us Eat”

ELW #491

OFFERING PRAYER (please stand)
Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread,
as you were made known to the disciples.
Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives,
that we may be your risen body in the world.
Amen.

MEAL
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

HOLY COMMUNION
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come forward as directed by the ushers.
Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available; please indicate to the server by raising your hand.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
DISTRIBUTION SONG

(please be seated)

“Around You, O Lord Jesus”

ELW #468

BLESSING & PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send light to
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven to nourish your people.
Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that we may show your glory to all the
world; through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING (please stand)
May God who has brought us from death to life fill you with great joy.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
SENDING HYMN
POSTLUDE

“The Stife Is O’er, the Battle Done”
“Victory”

ELW #366
Wilbur Held

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26593.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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PSALM
Psalm 4
The LORD does wonders for the faithful. (Ps. 4:3)
1

Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause;
you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer.
2
“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory;
how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?”
3
Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful;
the LORD will hear me when I call.
4
Tremble, then, and do not sin;
speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.
5
Offer the appointed sacrifices,
and put your trust in the LORD.
6
Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?”
Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD.
7
You have put gladness in my heart,
more than when grain and wine abound.
8
In peace, I will lie down and sleep;
for you alone, O LORD, make me rest secure.
FIRST READING 1 John 3:1-7
God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full
details of our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to
take away our sins.
1

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is
what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved,
we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is
this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have
this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.
4
Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he
was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins;
no one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you.
Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.

Luke 24:36b-48
Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, "Peace be with you." 37They were startled
and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, "Why are you
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that
it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I
have." 40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their
joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, "Have you anything here to
eat?" 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence.
44
Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you —
that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be
fulfilled." 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them,
"Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day,
47
and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.

